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Wirth M. Munroe’s “New Kids” Bring Speed 
and Sizzle to the Coastal Classic  
Palm Beach, FL – (November 5, 2019) – There are some new kids in town for this year’s 
Wirth M. Munroe Ocean Race.  They’re fast and a whole lot of fun.  They are Melges 
IC37s, the hot new one-design class created for the New York Yacht Club in Newport, 
R.I.  Six of the new boats are spending this winter racing in Fort Lauderdale, and five of 
them are expected to race in this year’s Wirth Munroe on December 6. 



We asked John Brim, a member of the Sailfish Club of Florida and the New York Yacht 
Club, to tell us a little about the IC37.  Brim chartered one of the boats in Newport this 
past summer.  He was so impressed, he ordered one of his own, and expects it to ship 
from the builder in England to Florida in late December.  

“I love these new boats,” Brim said. “I have been racing for decades in many types of 
boats, and the IC37 is one of my favorites. The class is a strict one-design, with all boats 
identical, and the boats are really fast downwind, with their large asymmetrical 
spinnakers.” 

The IC37s must be something special to seduce a veteran racer like Brim.  He grew up 
sailing small boats, then ventured into offshore racing, first with his Swan 48 
“Broadsword”, and then with two highly successful grand prix race boats: the Farr 60 
“Rima” and her successor, a Reichel-Pugh 55 named “Rima2”.  Now, he is finding more 
success in his J70, winning class and overall honors at the Annapolis NOOD regatta in 
2018, as well as placing second in class at Charleston Race Week that year.  This past 
September, Brim placed third in the J70 North Americans in Cleveland.  He is also a top 
skipper in the Sailfish Club’s RS Aero racing fleet. 

While awaiting delivery of his new boat, Brim will join the Wirth Munroe race as a 
crewmember on one of the other IC37s.  This will be his 11th Wirth M. Munroe Ocean 
Race.   

Sailfish Club of Florida: The IC37 class has taken off beyond expectations.  Tell us about the 
remarkable rapid growth of the fleet. 

John Brim: The uptake has been phenomenal.  The New York Yacht Club built 20 boats 
in 2019 to charter to its members and for use in its famous biennial Invitational Cup for 
sailors from around the world. The first year was so successful that 12 additional boats 
have been ordered for other buyers. The new class promises to go world-wide, with 
boats already racing in England and, next summer, in Canada.  This is a remarkable 
achievement for a new boat of this large size. 

Sailfish Club: Tell us about the general sailing characteristics of the boat.  Does it sail more like 
a small boat or a big boat? 



Brim: The IC 37 is something of a crossover between a smaller sport boat and larger 
race boats such as a TP52.  The boat is steered with a tiller, but it definitely has a big-
boat feel.  

Sailfish Club: What tricks 
have you learned in these 
early days of sailing the 
boat? 

Brim: The IC37 hull has a 
chine and the typical heel 
angle upwind is between 
16 and 20 degrees. With a 
large square-top main 
and that amount of heel, 

the boat needs to be held down with crew weight and a press on the helm. Sailing a 
little bow-down pops the speed up quickly, and you climb to windward as the keel 
starts to lift. 

Sailfish Club: Are there any quirks that take getting used to? 

Brim:  A few. For example, tacking with the long tiller extension requires the helmsman 
to lift the tiller extension vertically, and it's important to get to the other side of the boat 
quickly or you can get trapped in the middle, with a long climb up to the windward 
rail! 

Sailfish Club: The boat is designed for high performance.  What are some of the design features 
that enhance performance?  

Brim: Downwind, the IC37 sets and douses its large asymmetrical spinnaker from the 
foredeck hatch, with a retrieval line and roller system to aid in fast douses. Jibes are all 
inside, aided by the fairly long bowsprit that extends from the stem, creating space 
between the leach of the sail and the head stay. 

Sailfish Club: How do the boat’s characteristics compare with some other boats you have raced? 

Brim:  Off the wind, the IC37 sails much like a J70. You need to sort of scallop your way 
downwind, heating up in the lulls and soaking down in the puffs. It's important to gain 



gauge to leeward as much as possible, but you can only do it effectively by putting the 
bow down in the puffs. The downwind angles can be fairly high in light to moderate 
air, with a base angle of around 140 degrees of true wind angle. This creates some 
interesting encounters when boats approach each other downwind on opposite tacks! 

Sailfish Club: Class rules are quite strict about crew composition.  How does that work? 

Brim: The high performance IC37 is also nearly unique in requiring an all-Corinthian 
crew (except for the boat captain).  There is also a strict maximum crew weight.  The 
rules also encourage female crew members. These requirements put a premium on 
good teamwork and practice among a crew of 9 or 10 amateurs of mixed genders.  

Sailfish Club: In your experience with the boats so far, have you found it challenging to put 
such a high-performance machine in the hands of amateurs? 

Brim: I was initially cautious about this aspect of IC37 sailing because the boats are 
quite powerful. However, the fun and spirit of a crew of amateurs have been very 
rewarding, and the level of sailing has been surprisingly high. 

Sailfish Club: The Wirth M. Munroe Ocean Race will be new territory for the IC37s.  What 
should we look for as we get our first glimpse of the boats in this venue? 

Brim:   Yes, the Wirth Munroe will be the first offshore test of the IC37s.  As this will be 
an "open" event rather than pure one-design sailing normal in the class, some of the 
IC37s are planning to experiment with offshore sails added to the standard three-sail 
inventory, including furling Code Zero spinnakers for close reaching up to Palm Beach 
in the event of an easterly breeze with apparent winds pushed forward by the impetus 
of the Gulf Stream. 

Sailfish Club: Any predictions for IC37 performance in the race? 

Brim: If the prevailing fresh southeasterly breezes that are typical off Palm Beach this 
time of season show up, we are expecting a fast race. We race with a crew of nine or ten 
sailors, and there’s lots for everyone to do with the fast action in these flyers. 

 

Please enter the race by signing up online at www.YachtScoring.com 

For more information, please contact Sarah Gay at (561) 844-0206 or Email 

https://www.yachtscoring.com/emenu.cfm?eID=9636
mailto:sarahgay@sailfishclub.com

